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This guidance is to be used for all Tier 5 governing body endorsement requests 

made on or after the 1 July 2016. 

Section 1: overview of governing body endorsements for 

Tier 2 (Sportsperson) and Tier 5 (Temporary Worker) 

Creative and Sporting categories of the points-based 

system 

This page provides a brief explanation of the endorsement requirements a sport 

governing body has agreed UK sponsors of Tier 2 (Sportsperson) and/or Tier 5 

(Temporary Worker) Creative and Sporting categories of the points-based system, 

must show.  

The Tier 2 (Sportsperson) category is for elite sportspeople and coaches who are 

internationally established at the highest level and whose employment will make a 

significant contribution to the development of their sport at the highest level in the 

UK, and who will base themselves in the UK. 

The Tier 5 (Temporary Worker) Creative and Sporting category is for 

sportspeople (and their entourage where appropriate) and coaches who are 

internationally established at the highest level in their sport, and/or will make a 

significant contribution to the development of their sport in the UK. 

Sport governing body is one recognised by one of the home country sports 

councils such as Sport England. Every governing body must be approved by the 

Home Office before they are included in Appendix M of the Immigration Rules. 

The application process explained: migrants applying to come to the UK under 

either of the sporting categories above need to be sponsored by an organisation that 

has a sponsor licence under Tier 2 (Sportsperson) or Tier 5 (Temporary Worker)  

Creative and Sporting. 

If you wish to sponsor such migrants, you must have a sponsor licence. Before you 

apply to the Home Office for a licence you must be endorsed by the governing body 

for your sport. This endorsement confirms to the Home Office that the application for 

a licence is from a genuine sports club (or equivalent) that has a legitimate 

requirement to bring migrants to the UK as sportspeople. Once licensed, you can 

assign certificates of sponsorship to a sportsperson or coach with a job offer that 

allows them to apply for leave to enter or remain in the UK. Each individual must also 

have a personal endorsement from the governing body for their sport before you 

assign the certificate of sponsorship. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-m-sports-governing-bodies
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The list of governing bodies and the tiers for which they are currently approved by 

the Home Office is in Appendix M of the Immigration Rules. 

Length of endorsement 

 
Governing body endorsements should be issued for a period appropriate to the 

period of approval for sponsorship or the tier under which the migrant’s application is 

being made, that is: 

Type of 

application 

Tier Length of endorsement 

Sponsor Tier 2 (Sportsperson) and/or Tier 5 

(Temporary Worker ) Creative and 

Sporting 

4 years from date of issue 

 

Migrant Tier 2 (Sportsperson) For an initial maximum period of 3 

years, with a further extension of 

a maximum period of 3 years. If 

the contract is for fewer than 3 

years, it will be issued for the 

length of the contract.  

Migrant Tier 5 (Temporary Worker) 

Creative and Sporting 

For the length of the contract or 

up to a maximum of 12 months, 

whichever is the shorter period. 

 

Change of employment  

If a migrant is intending to change employer, their new employer must request a new 

governing body endorsement. The endorsement can be issued for the length of the 

contract or to the maximum period permitted within the category, whichever is the 

shorter. The new employer must assign a new certificate of sponsorship to the 

migrant to allow them to apply to the Home Office for new leave to remain. Leave to 

remain must be granted before the migrant can start work with the new employer.  

Salary 

The salary should be agreed as part of the contract between the migrant and the 

sponsor. This and the other conditions of employment should be at least equal to 

those normally given to a resident worker for the type of work undertaken.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-m-sports-governing-bodies
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Supplementary Employment 

Migrants are eligible to undertake supplementary employment under the Home 

Office supplementary employment regulation. The ‘Supplementary employment’ 

section of the Tiers 2 & 5: guidance for sponsors has more information on this. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sponsor-a-tier-2-or-5-worker-guidance-for-employers
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Section 2: requirements 

This page explains the British Wheel of Yoga requirements under the Tier 2 

(Sportsperson) and Tier 5 (Temporary Worker) Creative and Sporting categories and 

are effective from 1 July 2016. These requirements are applicable to the UK. 

Consultation 

The following requirements have been agreed by the Home Office following 

consultation between the British Wheel of Yoga and a range of independent yoga 

teachers and yoga organisations. 

Review 

The requirements will be reviewed biennially. The next review will be in July 2018. 

Length of season 

Yoga runs throughout the year. 

Requirements 

The table below shows the endorsement requirements for sponsors and migrants. 

Category Requirement 

Sponsor 

Tier 2 (Sportsperson) 

and/or Tier 5 

(Temporary Worker) 

Creative and 

Sporting 

 

Requests for endorsements will only be issued to: 

 BWY 

 BWY accredited organisations 

 non BWY accredited organisations that have been 

operating for a minimum of 2 years and have a 

membership base 
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Migrant 

Tier 2 (Sportsperson) 

and/or Tier 5 

(Temporary Worker) 

Creative and 

Sporting 

 

 

Yogi/Yoga 

Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tutors will be required to evidence a 

minimum of 10 years experience of teaching 

and where possible will have a recognised 

yoga teaching qualification at the equivalent 

of UK Level 4 or above, including a 

demonstrable knowledge of human anatomy 

from a recognised accredited school.  The 

ability to communicate effectively in English, 

in writing and orally, is essential.   

Additional evidence to demonstrate that a 

tutor is recognised internationally will be 

required in support of an application.  

Evidence which is acceptable will include: 

 international publication of a 

recognised text book(s) on yoga or 

specific aspects of yoga practice 

 evidence including dates of teaching 

at international events (other than the 

tutor’s country of birth or current 

residence), such as press coverage, 

reviews and the event programme 

 evidence of patronage and/or a clear 

lineage to an internationally 

recognised yoga organisation/school 

which offers formal qualifications in 

yoga and related studies 

 being the founder of, or a yoga elder 

of, an internationally recognised yoga 

tradition or style which has been 

commonly adopted internationally 

and/or has a quantifiable membership 

base 
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Further information 

This information is available on the British Wheel of Yoga website. 

For any queries relating to the requirements or the endorsement process please 

contact: 

British Wheel of Yoga 

25 Jermyn Street 

Sleaford  

Lincolnshire NG34 7RU 

Telephone: 01529 306851 

Email: office@bwy.org.uk 

Information on visas and immigration is available on the GOV.UK website. 

Dispute handling procedures 

The British Wheel of Yoga will consider any complaint about the issue, non-issue, or 

dispute in relation to an application providing that the complaint is made as soon as 

practicably possible and subject to the British Wheel of Yoga having complete 

discretion as to the determination of the complaint.  

 

http://www.bwy.org.uk/
mailto:office@bwy.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/browse/visas-immigration/work-visas

